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Statewide Independent Living Council of
Hawaii (SILC) Monthly Meeting Minutes
| DRAFT]

Date: November 6, 2025

Time: 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Location (Zoom): Hybrid meeting via Zoom

Location (In Person): Hub Coworking Hawaii, 1050 Queen St Suite 100, Honolulu, Hawaii

1. Call to Order -- Philip Ana

Meeting called to order. Philip Ana (Vice Chair) facilitated the meeting with Patrick Gartside's assistance.

2. Review Meeting Procedures -- Amanda Lowe

Amanda reviewed standard meeting procedures: meeting recorded, quorum required on screen, notify Philip
before leaving, raise hand to speak, identify yourself before speaking.

3. Roll Call/Introductions -- Donald Sakamoto

Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) Members Present:
- Patrick Gartside, SILC Member (Chair)
- Philip Ana, SILC Member (Vice Chair) - Meeting Facilitator
- Donald Sakamoto, SILC Member (Secretary)
- Annette Tashiro, SILC Member (Treasurer) - via Zoom
- Jodi Asato, SILC Member - via Zoom
- Catia Garell, SILC Member (left at approximately 10:15 AM)
- Judy Guajardo, SILC Member - via Zoom
- Val Janikowski, SILC Member - via Zoom
- Vickie Kennedy, SILC Member - via Zoom
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- Nani Watanabe, SILC Member - via Zoom
SILC Members Absent:
- Brian Hauser - Excused Absence
- Letty Zuno (Ex-Officio) - Excused Absence
Staff:
- Amanda Lowe, Executive Director
Guests:
- Cheryl Matthews, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) - representing Lea Dias

4. Review Independent Living Philosophy -- Amanda Lowe

Amanda read the Independent Living Philosophy statement: Independent living is a movement, program,
and philosophy founded on the belief that people with disabilities should enjoy the same civil rights, choices,
and autonomy as those without disabilities, with the right to live in the community of their choice with
necessary supports. Persons with disabilities are the best experts on their own lives and bodies, deserving
of equal opportunity to decide how to live, work, and participate in their communities.

5. Proof of Notice -- Patrick Gartside

Notice for this meeting was posted on the state calendar (calendar.ehawaii.gov) the previous Friday,
searchable under "State Independent Living Council."

6. Approval of SILC Minutes -- October 2, 2025 -- Donald Sakamoto

Donald thanked Amanda and Annette for their assistance with the minutes. The following corrections were
noted:
- Correction to school name: September 11 Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation (HART)
meeting was at Kalakaua Middle School (not "Kalihi Kai")
- HART acronym clarification: Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation
- Dillingham Boulevard spelling correction
- Rail station restroom clarification: Director Morton mentioned using airport restrooms, not rail station
restrooms
- Judy Guajardo was present remotely at the October meeting (arrived late)
Motion: Donald Sakamoto motioned to approve minutes with corrections
Second: Annette Tashiro
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Result: Unanimous approval

7. SILC Reports

7a. SILC Activities Report -- Amanda Lowe

Amanda thanked Annette, Donald, and Philip for submitting their monthly reports. October activities aligned
with SILC's four goals:

Goal 1: Strengthening the Independent Living Network

Participated in Hawaii Association of the Blind (HAB) monthly meeting (45 attendees) discussing
pedestrian safety on Dillingham Boulevard

Attended Hawaii Election Commission meeting advocating for accessible voting practices including
mail ballot audit processes

Presented at Developmental Disabilities (DD) Legislative Forums: Kailua-Kona (Oct 5), Hilo (Oct 8),
Maui (Oct 21), Lana'i (Nov 1)

Participated in Leadership in Disabilities and Achievement of Hawaii traveling mini-conference
Represented SILC at Statewide Executive State Advisory Council (SAC) meeting and State Council
on Developmental Disabilities quarterly meeting

Goal 2: Collecting and Evaluating Community Data

Collected surveys at DD Legislative Forums across the islands

Solicited surveys at White Cane Walk and Resource Fair at State Capitol
Attended Kipuna Caucus meeting and West Hawaii Legislative Forum
Participated in dementia care strategies webinar

Goal 3: Enhancing Systems Change for Accessibility

American Council of the Blind's Speak For platform: over 900 people participated in state and federal
advocacy campaigns

Advocated on federal legislation: Blind Americans Return to Work Act, Medical Devices Non-Visual
Act, Websites and Software Application Accessibility Act, Disaster Relief Medicaid Act, Disability
Access to Transportation Act

Participated in National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Hawaii Annual Convention
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- Attended meetings on Audible Pedestrian Signals (APS) legislation and HART rail Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance

- Signed on to National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) letter regarding Department of Education
(DOE) special education layoffs affecting Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section
504, and Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) enforcement

- Patrick attended Traffic Safety Summit (Oct 8-9) at Daniel K. Inouye International Airport

Goal 4: Equal Access During Disasters

- Attended Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) monthly meetings
- Amanda met with Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) representative on Maui to
discuss lessons learned; potential future presentation to SILC

Audio Pedestrian Signals Update (Vickie Kennedy): Met with Howard Lesser and Abby from Appleseed
regarding APS. Three years after the initial meeting with John Noucci requesting APS on Punchbowl
between Beretania and King Street (near City Hall and State Capitol), no progress was made. Working with
Representative Tarnas on potential legislation.
Additional Notes (Donald Sakamoto): Pearl -City Neighbor Board 21 Chair Larry Verrey wrote a resolution
for audible signals. Donald working with the legislature on e-bike safety legislation (previously vetoed by
Governor Green) to require audible sounds for pedestrian safety.

7b. Financial Report -- Annette Tashiro

Annette presented the September 30th financial summary (one-month reporting lag established for thorough
review):

- Total Assets: $205,285.93

- Current Liability: $167.47

- Total Equity: $205,118.46

- Net Income: $16,231.60

- September Income: $8,467.91

- September Expenses: $10,438.37

- Net Cash from Operating Activities: -$10,121.18

- Cash at End: $168,257.48

- October: Received $33,871.64 deposit; October balance: $195,424.59
Discussion: Donald requested breakdown of National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) conference
expenses from July. Patrick noted the request will be made to bookkeepers. Val confirmed this one-month
lag reporting practice is standard across boards.
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Motion: Donald Sakamoto motioned to approve Treasurer's report
Second: Val Janikowski
Result: Unanimous approval

8. Report out on Activities

8a. Policy and Procedures Committee -- Amanda Lowe

The committee has met once with drafts and exchanged back and forth. Working to create a strong
foundational document covering day-to-day operations that will serve SILC beyond current terms.
Aspirationally hoping to present a draft at the next meeting. Committee members: Patrick, Philip, Annette,
Cat, and Judy.

8b. State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) Committee -- Patrick Gartside

The committee has met once and is working on rescheduling a second meeting. Community feedback
gathered through the neighbor island forums. Email was sent to the Administration for Community Living
(ACL) regarding proposed amendments (sent 3 days before government shutdown). ACL needs to
determine if proposed amendments are technical or substantive. Next steps include scheduling a public
forum, possibly hybrid online and in-person format.

8c. Survey Committee -- Amanda Lowe

The committee has examples from three other states and technical assistance from the Technical
Assistance Center for Independent Living. Tentative first meeting date set. The goal is to evaluate current
surveys and determine if they gather needed data to inform SPIL.

Discussion: Nani raised concerns about survey accessibility for Deaf community and Maui Wheelers
members who don't have computer access. In-person presentations have been more effective. Patrick
suggested council members could administer surveys in person as SILC representatives. Philip suggested
the committee consider live survey administration on Maui once the survey is finalized.

Donald shared experience completing the City Auditor survey by phone when SurveyMonkey wasn't
accessible on his device, demonstrating the need for multiple survey formats.
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8d. Advocacy Activity -- Philip Ana

Philip emphasized coalition building across organizations. Many SILC members belong to multiple groups
(Hawaii Association of the Blind (HAB), National Federation of the Blind (NFB)) with common goals like
audible lights and ADA compliance. Speak For platform makes federal advocacy accessible and efficient.
Once these policies and procedures are finalized, SILC can respond quickly to advocacy opportunities with
letters of support aligned with SPIL goals. Encouraged all council members to submit activity reports.

8e. Report out on Forums -- Amanda Lowe

Amanda reported on neighbor island forums:
- Kona: Presented on state panel with Annette, distributed SILC one-pagers and plain language SPIL
summaries
- Maui: Strong audience participation after brief presentation; Nani and Judy attended
- Moloka'i: Smaller but in-depth conversations; Nani attended with Amanda
- Lana'i Health Fair (Nov 1): Annette and Amanda attended with Val coordinating; 43 vendors, 100+
providers, 125 registered attendees
Nani noted the importance of being present in the community - met mothers on Moloka'i who needed help
connecting with resources. Donald suggested meeting with legislators before session, potentially attending
open house on the first day.

Break
10-minute break at 9:57 AM. Meeting resumed at 10:08 AM.

9. Update on Mayor's Committee on People with Disabilities -- Donald Sakamoto

Donald reported on efforts to restore Mayor's Committee for Disabilities:
- September: Raised issue with Budget Director Andy Kawano at Kaneohe Neighbor Board
- October 16: Kawano reported Community Services Department not taking lead; delegated to
Managing Director Mike Formby
- May 8: Previously raised at Mayor's Town Hall at Castle High School with Mayor Blangiardi
- City Charter Commission considering proposal to include people with disabilities on
boards/commissions and create coordinator position
Action: Patrick and Donald will draft a letter to the Managing Director and schedule a meeting. Patrick noted
this could create employment opportunities if the coordinator position is funded.
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10. Learning from Each Other: Assistive Technology Resource Centers (ATRC)
Presentation -- Jodi Asato

Jodi presented on Assistive Technology Resource Centers of Hawaii (ATRC):

Background: Supported by 21st Century Assistive Technology (AT) Act (passed 2021, reauthorized 2024
until 2026). Serves all ages (birth to 100+) and all disabilities.

Four Key State-Level Activities:

- Device Lending Library: Online inventory at atrc.org (website temporarily down). 2-week loans for
popular items, 4-6 weeks for others. Borrowers pay return shipping.

- Demonstrations: Team model approach with referrals from Department of Health (DOH), DVR,
Veterans Affairs (VA), DOE. AT Specialist Jason demonstrates equipment.

- AT Exchange (Reuse Program): Free equipment for Hawaii residents with disabilities including
computers, walkers, Closed-Circuit Television magnifiers (CCTVs), wheelchairs, transport chairs.
Durable Medical Equipment (DME) is increasingly popular due to insurance limitations.

- Last Resort Guaranteed Loan: Through American Savings Bank, $1,000-$30,000. Higher amounts
for home renovations and adaptive vehicles.

AT Categories:

- Low-Tech: Simple devices (glasses, canes, wheelchairs) - inexpensive, easy to use, readily available

- Medium-Tech: Electronic/mechanical (voice recorders, switch-operated tools, amplified telephones) -
more functional, some training required

- High-Tech: Computerized digital tools (speech-to-text, eye-tracking devices, smart wheelchairs,
screen readers) - highly customizable but expensive

New Programs: Two 3D printers (Big Island and Oahu) for creating AT kits to place in public libraries. Four
Meta Glasses available (2 on neighbor islands, 2 on Oahu) - very popular. Intern Anchisa created
demonstration videos.

Discussion: Donald asked about Apple glasses with language translation - Jodi confirmed ATRC tries to
keep up with new technology based on demand. Donald mentioned NFB proposal for $2,000 tax deductible
for AT equipment; working to get Senators Schatz and Hirono as co-sponsors. Jodi offered to write a letter of
support. Val asked about exchange vs. lending - exchange items are permanent; donated CCTVs given with
suggested $200 donation. Vickie asked about cane training - Jodi referred to Ho'opono as that's outside
ATRC's technology focus.

Contact: jodi@atrc.org to join the newsletter.
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11. Open Discussion

Note: Items 11a and 11b were moved to Open Discussion as they were not included in the posted agenda.

11a. Update on Transportation -- Donald Sakamoto

October 10 Phone Outage: Oahu Transit Services (Bus and Handi-Van) phones down 7:30 AM -
10:30 AM Sunday. Press release issued; Donald received alternate number from Vice President
Jenny Lemaota and shared with community. Gavin Abe at Ho'opono sent email blast to blind
community.

HART Rail Opening (October 15): Donald and Annette attended the grand opening of the second
segment (Pearl Harbor to Airport to Middle Street). Did an interview with KITV's Paul Drew about
accessibility concerns - stairs only, no escalators, two elevators. Free rides October 19-20 with Holo
card.

Elevator Issues: October 21 news reported Middle Street elevators down. Found to be repaired but
Hitachi was not notified to remove tape.

Dillingham Boulevard ADA Concerns: Working to get Lisa interviewed by KITV. Department of
Justice (DOJ) complaint filed regarding phone line outage, but received auto-reply due to government
shutdown.

Citizens for a Fair ADA Ride (CFADAR) Meeting: Scheduled November 20, 2025 at Hub
Coworking Hawaii, 9:45 AM - 11:45 AM, hybrid format.

11b. Honolulu Grants in Aid (GIA) -- Patrick Gartside

Patrick announced SILC's first application for Honolulu GIA (up to $150,000). SILC has never applied for city
or state GIA. Deadline: November 24, 2025 at 2:00 PM. Jodi noted ATRC also applying. State GIA typically
announced after the new year. Donald asked about private foundations (Weinberg); Patrick noted
foundations typically want service numbers which doesn't align with SILC's advocacy role, but the finance
committee could explore opportunities.

11c. Sunshine Law Discussion -- Patrick Gartside

Patrick reported on an inquiry from a community member questioning SILC's compliance with Sunshine Law.
Individual provided 2008 Office of Information Practices (OIP) decision stating SILC not required to comply.
However:
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Cheryl Matthews clarified: DVR contract specifically stipulates SILC will comply with Hawaii
Sunshine Law. DVR provides VR110 federal dollars with state match (not Independent Living Part B
(ILB) dollars), giving contractual authority to mandate compliance. 2008 document appears unsigned
and may not have been fully executed.

Annette noted: The 2008 statement came from a state legislator who may not have verified
documentation; much has changed since then.

SILC Position: Council is contractually obligated and strives for transparency. Will continue following
Sunshine Law and may seek additional OIP clarification.

Patrick also noted SILC may pursue legislative recognition (currently established by executive order from
Governor Ige in 2018) to solidify status.

12. Announcements and Public Testimony

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Benefits (Judy Guajardo): Encouraged
food donations to local libraries for food banks. The governor announced $250 for SNAP households
(by Nov 14-17). Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) adding $350 for Hawaiian SNAP members.

Kapuna Caucus (Donald Sakamoto): Meeting tomorrow (Nov 7) 2-3 PM via Zoom. Senator Sharon
Moriwaki (Senate) and Representative Cory Chun (House) discussing Kipuna bills for the next
legislative session.

Lana'i Health Fair Results (Val Janikowski): 43 vendors, 100+ providers, 125 registered attendees.
Largest turnout in 7 years of organizing. Thanked Amanda and Annette for attending.

Meeting Adjournment

Motion to adjourn: Patrick Gartside

Second: Donald Sakamoto

Result: Motion passes unanimously

The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 AM.
Happy Thanksgiving wishes extended to all.
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